Introduction
The community ecology of helminths is emerging as an informative field of research, although amphibians have received little attention from parasite ecologists (Lluch et Aho, 1990; Muzzall, 1991b) . Studies of the helminth fauna of amphibians at the infracommunity level are, however, practically non-existent (Aho, 1990) , despite the fact that this level of study comprises the basic data collected in any parasitological survey (Holmes and Price, 1986 ).
The helminth communities of amphibians have been found by various workers to be depauperate (low in species richness) and isolationist in character. Examples of this type of community have been reported for salamanders (Goater et al., 1987;  Aho, 1 990; Muzzall, 1990 Muzzall, , 1991a and frogs (Muzzall, 1991b) . However, comparatively rich helminth faunas have been reported from ranid frogs in Poland Sulgostowska, 1988a, 1988b) . From his review of amphibian parasite literature, Aho (1990) found that Sousa, 1994) .
Average species richness for both B. marinus and L. inermis was higher than the average of 0.98 calculated by Aho (1990) for anurans in general (see Table 2 ). Average helminth intensity for both species, however, was below the anuran average. The studies reviewed by Aho (1990) (SE x) 11.55 (1.86) 0.98 (0.07) (Aho, 1990) Range (Barton, 1995 Bufo marinus is a wide foraging predator (Strussmann et al., 1984) Prudhoe and Bray, 1982) . The helminth fauna of B. marinus, however, has only five of the nine species reliant on dietary transmission.
The majority of the nematodes in this study have direct life cycles (see Anderson, 1992) either through skin penetration (for example Rhabdias sp.) or consumption of infective larvae. Kennedy et al. (1986) and Aho (1990) suggested that nematodes with direct life cycles would play a major role in the species richness of isolationist helminth communities, as were found here.
The concept of core and satellite parasite species was proposed by Hanski (1982) and has since been adapted to parasite communities. Core species are generally single host species specialists, adapted to each other and widespread and abundant within that host species. Satellite species are acquired by exchange from the ecological associates of the host and are sporadic and less abundant. Within an mfracommunitv, it is the core species that will interact usually in a negative association, whereas secondary species are isolated from other species (Sousa, 1994) . In exchange, one host's core species becomes another's satellite species (Frecland, 1983;  Holmes and Price, 1986 Bush and Holmes, 1986) 
